In another village, an urban surgeon opened an
improvised surgical ward, training a local barber to be a
nur&e-cum-dressing orderly. The doctor came twice a
week and did a number of Hydroceles, Hernias and Ele~
ph'antoid Scrota and entrusted the local barber with the
post-operative care. The surgeon would be summoned
in case of any emergency or would see the patient when
he came on his next round of operations. The practi-
tioner developed a very easy surgical conscience because
it appeared that for all the operations on the average he
received 15 or 20 rupees a piece, the local barber-
orderly, who was also a canvasser, obtaining the lion's
share. At another place, there was a.very enterprising
Ayurvedic practitioner who honoured a local medical
graduate by consulting with him about all his difficult
cases, and asking him to treat the cases along with him.
The Ayurvedic man so managed matters that the poor
colleague of modern medicine got neither money nor
credit for the success of the case, which was mostly his
contribution, because he was so enthusiastic to serve the
sick and suffering that he could not see through the game
which the Ayurvedic practitioner was upto.

In most places there were very few seniors to whom
one could go with confidence for advice in any matter
concerning the business or the scientific aspect of prac-
tice. All in all the picture was discouraging except for
one redeeming feature, namely, that almost all the newly
started doctors were doing well.

One of my senior colleagues in college was good
enough! to advise me to start my practice in his place,
which was a great thing in those days. That finally deter-
mined my choice of the town to practice in. To equip
oneself to start practice was a very tricky business in those
days/One did not know what type of work one had --to
undertake, medical or surgical, obstetric or opthalmolo-
gical. The place I began work in had four practitioners
of modern medicine doing every work that came their
way besides visiting villages upto nearly 30 miles around.
There was no lady doctor for scores of miles around.
So it looked -as though one had to be prepared to tackle
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